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Arab positions on occupation and war

The villagers of Maaloul in the Galilee are permitted to visit the ruins of their houses only on
Israeli Independence Day. Former residents of Quneitra have limited access to their hometown
on the Golan Heights, which the Israeli army destroyed before returning the place to Syria. Its
government made it a memorial site. In Haifa, windows and doors of Palestinian houses were
cemented in 1948 to remain sealed until this day amidst skyscrapers with glass facades. How do
the permanent wars since the declaration of the State of Israel in 1948 inscribe themselves into
Arab biographies and social lives? How have people been living, reflecting and resisting? How
has solidarity been expressed?

On the backdrop of the current Israeli war on Gaza - which according to international bodies
meets the legal definition of genocide - its rulings in the Palestinian West Bank, its re-occupation
and destruction of southern Lebanon and its re-invasion into Syria, this program looks at Arab
experiences in the Arab-Israeli conflict, showing films that were made over the past 50 years.
Given that the West Bank and Gaza have been relatively visible in cinema recently, this program
focuses on works from Lebanon, Syria and Palestine inside Israel. Three slots are comprised of a
medium length film that centers on a biography and a short film in which a landscape is in the
focus. A fourth slot is dedicated to questions around international solidarity filmmaking with the
PLO.

Curated by Irit Neidhardt.

PROGRAMME 1
8.07, 4 p.m., Artplexe Canebiére

WAHUNAK ‘ASHYA' KATHIRAT KAN YUMKIN ‘AN YATAHADATH EANHA ALMAR’

THERE ARE SO MANY THINGS STILLTO SAY

Omar Amiralay

Syria, France, 1997, 49’

On his deathbed Syrian playwright Saadallah Wannous reflects on how his and his generation's
life were determined by the Arab-Israeli conflict.
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Each year on Israeli Independence Day, the displaced Palestinian villagers are allowed to visit the
ruins of their homes in Maaloul. There they picnic.

PROGRAMME 2
9.07, 5 p.m., Artplexe Canebiére

SUHA, ALNAJAH MIN ALJAHIM

SUHA, SURVIVING HELL

Randa Chahal

Lebanon, France, 2001, 57’

After the liberation of south Lebanon, Suha Beshara returns to her hometown and to Khiam
prison where she was confined for ten years for her armed resistance.

QUNEITRA 74

Mohamad Malas

Syria, 1974, 20’

A gathering of the inhabitants of Quneitra after the Israeli army withdrew and returned the town
inhabitable. A woman starts running between the ruins.

PROGRAMME 3
10.07, 6:30 p.m., Artplexe Canebiére

INDAMA YAATI ALMASA'

NIGHTFALL

Mohamed Soueid

Lebanon, 2000, 68’

Years after the war, Soueid meets with former comrades of the PLO’s Lebanese Student Squad.
Together they drink to remember, to forget, to bear solitude.

PROGRAMME 4
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A portrait of the health organization, its medical provision and psychosocial work. Followed by a
conversation about solidarity filmmaking for Palestine.

TICKETS
08.07.26 16:00 Artplexe Canebiére, Marseille
09.07.26 17:00 Artplexe Canebiére, Marseille
10.07.26 18:30 Artplexe Canebiére, Marseille
11.07.26 19:00 Les Variétés, Marseille

Contact us

FID — Festival International de Cinéma de Marseille

14 allée Léon Gambetta

13001 Marseille — France

Tel: +33 (0)4 95 04 44 90
welcome@fidmarseille.org
programmation@fidmarseille.org
communication@fidmarseille.org
presse@fidmarseille.org
Follow us

Subscribe to the newsletter
Instagram

Facebook

Linkedin

Youtube

Join us

Jobs

Legal pages

FAQ

Terms and Conditions
Official partners

Ville de Marseille

Région Sud

CNC

Ministére de la Culture
Département des Bouches-du-Rhone
Europe Créative Média

Métropole d'Aix-Marseille-Provence
Procirep

Cinémathéque du Documentaire

La Scam

Cnap
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